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Greater Zurich Area Ltd. appoints new class of 
Ambassadors for the global promotion of Greater Zurich 
Area as a technology and business location  

 

The investment promotion agency Greater Zurich Area Ltd (GZA) 
has appointed a new class of outstanding individuals with strong 
ties to the Greater Zurich economic region as "Greater Zurich 
Ambassadors". This award recognizes these personalities' 
outstanding achievements and leadership within their industries, 
as well as their track record of scaling global organizations into 
the Greater Zurich Area of Switzerland. The four new 
Ambassadors represent disruptive companies that are leaders in 
the fields of UAV, BioTech, Blockchain, and MedTech.  

The Greater Zurich Area appoints outstanding individuals with strong ties to the 
Greater Zurich economic region as Greater Zurich Ambassadors. This 
Ambassadorship program aims to elevate the peer support platform for those 
interested in doing business in both jurisdictions. Greater Zurich Area's 
Ambassadors are vital to conveying Greater Zurich's overall message both digitally 
and offline to reach and attract innovative companies and entrepreneurs.  

Sonja Wollkopf Walt, Managing Director of GZA, appointed the following "Greater 
Zurich Ambassadors" for the class of 2023: 

• Jeff Poulton, CFO, Alnylam Pharmaceuticals 
• Andreas Raptopoulos, Founder and CEO, Matternet 
• Ophelia Snyder, Co-Founder and President, 21.co 
• Michael Vollmer, Chief Business Development Officer and Managing 

Director, Switzerland, Photon Medical Communications, Inc.  

Sonja Wollkopf Walt, Managing Director of GZA mentions her appreciation: ”I am 
thrilled about the unique perspectives that the new Greater Zurich Ambassadors 
will bring, and I am deeply grateful for their enthusiasm to lend their talents and 
leadership to this role.” 

Jeff Poulton, CFO, Alnylam Pharmaceuticals adds: ”One of the things that stands 
out about operating in Greater Zurich is the high quality and diverse talent pool 
available to fill roles across our entire organization - R&D, supply chain, 
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commercial, and corporate functions. It’s a great location to build a team to lead 
our international operations.” 

Andreas Raptopoulos, Founder and CEO, Matternet says: “Doing business in Zurich 
is like doing business in the future. The city just works — there’s a deep culture of 
excellence, a strong focus on serving the community and a regulatory framework 
that’s leaning forward to shape a better tomorrow.” 

Ophelia Snyder, Co-Founder and President, 21.co explains: “Zurich is an exceptional 
place to conduct business. With its strong infrastructure, access to a highly skilled 
workforce, and strong reputation for financial services, it is an ideal place for our 
company's home base.” 

Michael Vollmer, Chief Business Development Officer and Managing Director, 
Switzerland, Photon Medical Communications mentions furthermore: “In 2004, as 
head of international business development for teleradiology firm NightHawk 
Radiology, I was tasked with finding the perfect location for NightHawk's European 
headquarters. After spending a week meeting with business leaders, local 
government officials, and members of the Greater Zurich Area, it was clear that we 
could not make a better choice than Greater Zurich for our international base. 
Zurich offered us an excellent location with a world-class employee pool, 
infrastructure, security, beauty, culture and cuisine. And for me, the best airport in 
the world for ease of transportation to other European and international cities. 
Without a doubt, it does not get any better for international business than to be in 
Greater Zurich.” 

Expansion of the existing Ambassador network and larger Swiss 
business and diplomatic community  

The award program was launched in 2017. In total 46 outstanding individuals are 
part of Greater Zurich’s Ambassador program. The program is vital for building a 
network, promoting the region, and identifying suitable companies. 

 

All Greater Zurich Ambassadors:  

https://www.greaterzuricharea.com/en/greaterzurich-ambassadors  

 

Media Contact USA:   

Lukas Sieber 
Executive Director North America, Greater Zurich Area Ltd. (GZA)  
+1 (646) 586 5507   
lukas.sieber@greaterzuricharea.com   

Media Contact Switzerland:   
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Christian Lüscher 
Senior PR and Communications Manager, Greater Zurich Area AG (GZA)  
+41 44 254 59 18 
christian.luescher@greaterzuricharea.com 
 

 

 

About Greater Zurich Area and GZA 

The Greater Zurich Area is home to the highest concentration of technological 
excellence in the most stable environment in Europe.  

GZA (Greater Zurich Area Ltd.) is the best-connected Swiss business concierge for 
companies looking to grow internationally. GZA is the official investment 
promotion agency of Switzerland’s economic center. Organized as a public-private 
partnership, it is supported by the governments of the cantons of Zurich, Uri, 
Schwyz, Glarus, Zug, Solothurn, Schaffhausen, Grisons, Ticino, the city of Zurich and 
the region of Winterthur as well as more than 30 partners from business and 
science.   

www.greaterzuricharea.com  


